Volkszählung 1941 

Az 1941. évi népszámlálás 3/a anyanyelv, nemzetiség, nyelvismeret

Budapest, Központi Statisztikai Hivatal, Könyvtár és Dokumentációs Szolgálat — Magyar Országos Levéltár, 1983, pp. 141.

One of the most important census in Hungarian ethnic history was completed in 1941. The present publication (sub-volume 3/a Mother tongue, ethnicity, languages) is in fact the eighth volume in a series, which was started in 1975. Hitherto general data, demography, professions, habitat and a history of the census were published in several volumes. Volume 3, to which the present text is an annex, deals with demography and profession in general, i.e. in the whole of then Hungary. The resent volume begins with a short and practical introduction. Then retrospective and general statistical data follow from 1910 on. The major material is grouped according to counties (megye), subdivided into communities (község) in alphabetical order. The data is exact and even include 1-1 persons. An indispensable source book, with thousands of important, surprising or even fantastic pieces of data. E.g. in 1941 the following were registered in Hungary according to mother tongue:   8 655 798  Hungarians 



475 491  Germans



75 877  Slovaks 



14 142  Rumanians
  


4 816  "Vends and Slovenians" 



18 640  Gypsies



27 983  Others 


5 442  Serbs



37 885  Croatians

(Germans and Gypsies numbered less than is generally acknowledged). According to census data, 9,587 more persons also spoke Gypsy, as a secondary language. It is interesting to note that in Hungary in 1941 no
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less than 51,735 persons spoke English, but only 490 of them had it as their mother tongue. (Among the rest one might also include the Hungarian-American immigrants, who came back to Hungary later.) At the same time 2,664 persons spoke Russian as their mother tongue, and 12,324 more as a secondary language. Since the census here do not specify Ruthenians, the question as to who were the fifteen-thousand Russians in 1941 Hungary remains unanswered. Four-fifths of them were men. In Budapest there lived 13 speakers of Albanian, 121 speakers of Arabic, 84 of Danish, 45 of Esthonian, 99 of Finnish, 298 of Flemish and 1,159 of Netherlandish ( = Dutch), 37 of Japanese, 33 of Chinese, 35 of Latvian, 34 of Malay, 69 of Armenian, 33 of Persian, 204 of Portuguese, 1,296 of Spanish, 242 of Swedish, 626 Turkish, etc. Because in 1941 the (by now) outer districts of Budapest were independent communities, the same data is available about them too. Thus we read that in Csepel 14 people spoke Dutch and 27 spoke Turkish. Because the data is also specified to sex, further striking features are easy to find.

In general the book (and the whole series) is one of the most reliable and important source works in modern Hungary.
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